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he who argueth on the side of power may speak securely
the utmost his malice can invent; while the other lieth
every moment at the mercy of an informer; and the law, in
these cases, will give no allowance at all for passion, inad-
vertency, or the highest provocation.

I come now in the last place to shew you how far it is
your duty as good subjects and good neighbours to bear
faithful witness, when you are lawfully called to it by those
in authority, or by the sincere advice of your own con-
sciences.

In what I have hitherto said, you easily find, that I do
not talk of bearing witness in general, which is and may be
lawful upon a thousand accounts in relation to property and
other matters, and wherein there are many scandalous cor-
ruptions, almost peculiar to this country, which would
require to be handled by themselves. But I have confined
my discourse only to that branch of bearing false witness,
whereby the public is injured in the safety or honour of the
prince, or those in authority under him.

In order therefore to be a faithful witness, it is first neces-
sary that a man doth not undertake it from the least pros-
pect of any private advantage to himself. The smallest
mixture of that leaven will sour the whole lump. Interest will
infallibly bias his judgment, although he be ever so firmly
resolved to say nothing but truth. He cannot serve God
and Mammon; but as interest is his chief end, he will use
the most effectual means to advance it. He will aggravate
circumstances to make his testimony valuable; he will be
sorry if the person he accuseth should be able to clear him-
self; in short, he is labouring a point which he thinks
necessary to his own good; and it would be a disappoint-
ment to him, that his neighbour should prove innocent.

5thly, Every good subject is obliged to bear witness
against his neighbour, for any action or words, the telling of
which would be of advantage to the public, and the con-
cealment dangerous, or of iS example. Of this nature are
all plots and conspiracies against the peace of a nation, all
disgraceful words against a prince, such as clearly discover
a disloyal and rebellious heart: But where our prince and
country can possibly receive no damage or disgrace; where